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Thediscipleshavelockedthedoorsduetofear.Thisreflects:The
Shepherdwasstruckandtheflockwasscattered.Onethingtonoteisthat
Jesusalwaysappearstothem onaSunday.Jesusappearsinhis
resurrectedform inthebodyofHishumanlife,howeveritwasnotsubject
totheordinaryconditionsofhumanlife.Jesus’greeting:“Peacebewith
you…”isunderstoodinancientHebraicsocietyasthevoicefrom the
darknessbeyondthegrave,themessageoftheconquerorofdeath.Jesus
showsthediscipleshishandsandsideandsendsthem todogreatWorks.
Theemphasisonrightactiontoteachandproclaim forgiveness.Jesus
breathesonthem.ThisactionofChristgoesbacktoGenesis2:7where
GodbreatheslifeintoAdam.Thedisciplesarethenewcreationof
humanity.Jesusemphasizesthepromiseofforgivenesswhereverthereis
repentancefrom sin.Thepeoplewhochoosenottoadmittohavingsinsin
theirlivesaretheone’swhoretaintheirrepentance.Forgivenessofsins
cannothappenforthatindividualiftheychoosenottorepent.Howmuch
evidenceisrequiredforonetorepentortrulybelieve?
Thomasthedisciplewasnotthere,hedidnotbelievethedisciplesthat
Jesusappearedtothem.Hedemandedgreaterproofthentheirtestimony.
Thomaschoosesnottobelieve.Heretainshisfaith.
NextSundaythediscipleswerealltogetheragain.Weseethattheearly
churchfrom thebeginningobservedSundayastheLord’sday.Thomas
wasindangerofpassingfrom thestateofabelieverinChristtothatofan
unbeliever.Hisdemandfortheevidencewasastepbackwards.Jesus
rescuesThomasfrom drowninginhisdoubt.JesusmakesThomasplace
hishandsinhiswounds.Thomasexpressesasenseofshameforhis
unbelief.ItkindofmirrorsAdam’sshamewhenhehidesfrom Godinthe
gardenofEdenafterhedisobeysGod’scommand.Thedifferenceisthat
Thomaswakesupquicklyfrom hisdarknessofdoubtanddeclareshis
faith:myLordandmyGod.TheChurchisfoundeduponApostolic
witnesses,howeverthefaithoftheChurchmusteverbeintheunseen.
ThisiswhyJesusblessesallmembersofthefuturechurchwhohavenot
seenandyethavebelieved.Thisincludesusandgenerationsafterus.
Prayingforyou, FrPaulMagyar


