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Luke24:13-35describesthetwodisciplesontheroadtoavillage
calledEmmaus.Thedisciplesareoneofthe70andnotthe12.Emmaus
means“warm spring.”Onlyoneofthedisciplesisnamed:Cleopas,while
theotherremainsunnamed.Cleopasmeans“glorytothefather”,whilethe
femaleversionofthenameisCleopatrawhichmeans“gloryofherfather.”
Thetwodisciplesareheadingtoawarm springtogetherwithChrist.The
“hiddengem”descriptionofadiscipleofChristingeneralaccordingto
Luke,presentedinthisgospelpassage,issomeonewhogivesglorytoGod
thefatherthroughChristandthatwillleadhim/hertowarm springs.The
pathoflifeaspsalm 16mentionsleadsthedisciple/followerofChristto
thesourceoflivingwater.Warm springscanbeunderstoodasabathfor
washingawaysinsasinbaptism inChrist.Itisalsothespringofliving
waterthatquenchesthirstforever.Thespringsofsalvation:Youwilldraw
waterjoyfullyfrom thespringsofsalvation.Itcanalsomeanheaven
becauseonceapersonisbaptizedtheystepfootintoheaven.Thusa
baptizedpersonlivessimultaneouslyinheavenandearthatthesametime.

Weknowtheprecisestageoffaithwhichthetwodiscipleshave
reached.TheybelievedinJesusasaprophet;theyhopedthatHewould
redeem Israel.However,theyhadnotrisentothebeliefthatJesuswasthe
Christ,theSonofGod.Jesusdealwiththedisciplesbychoosingto
spirituallyeducatethem.Jesusplacesemphasisonnecessarysuffering
forChrist.Thethoughtthatsufferingisanecessaryconditionoftheglory
oftheresurrectionthatfollowed,becamefrom thistimeforthafocal
theologicalteachinginChristianthought.Necessarysufferingisa
constantbiblicalmotif;inordertogofrom abadplacetoabetterplaceyou
havetotravelthroughaworseplaceinbetween.Togofrom slaveryin
EgypttothepromiselandtheIsraeliteshadtoendure40yearsinthe
desertinbetween.InorderforJesustogofrom beingrejectedbythe
scribes,pharisees,andSanhedrinoneveryteachingormiracleandendup
inaresurrectedstatehehadtoenduretheroadtocalvaryanddeathin
between.

Theopeningofthescripturescorrelateswiththeopeningoftheeyes
ofthedisciplesthustheirknowledgeincreases.Jesusemphasizesthe
importanceoflearningaboutHim throughstudyingthescriptures.
Prayingforallofyou. Fr.PaulMagyar


