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Thissectionfrom thegospelofJohnstartsrightafterJesusheals
theblindman.Thishealingmiracleisfreshinthemindsofthedisciples
andthepeople.Jesusmakesareferencetoa“sheepgate"whichthe
closestonetohislocationwouldbeinBethesdanearthePoolofSiloam
whereJesushealedtheblindman.a“sheepgate"wouldhavebeen
guardedbyanunder-shepherd.Asheepfoldisalargeopenland
surroundedbyawallofrailing.Duringtheeveningthevariousshepherds
wouldleadtheirflocksandcommitthem tothesheepfoldforthenightto
thecareoftheunder-shepherd.Inthemorningtheshepherdswouldknock
onthe“sheepgate"door.Theunder-shepherdwouldopenthedoorand
eachshepherdcallshisownsheep,whoknowhisvoicefrom theother
shepherdsandfollowhisvoiceandfollowhim tothepasture.

ThegreatestIsraeliteheroeswereshepherds.Abraham,Jacob,
MosesandDavidarethegreatest.Shepherdsaretough.Inthoseancient
daystherewerelionsprowlingaroundinIsrael.Theshepherdshadtofight
offtheselionswithaslingshotandastick.Fewpeopletodaycanpullthat
off!

Themoralmeaningofashepherdisaboutfulldedicationand
fulfillingone’sresponsibilitieseachandeveryday.Jesusisthefull
committedshepherdofhispeople.JesuscommentsinthegospelofJohn
againstthecarelessshepherdsofIsrael.Thephariseesclaimedfor
themselvesthattheyweretheshepherdsofIsrael.Theydecidedwhoisto
beadmittedandwhocastoutfrom thefold.Howeverduetotheirpride
andself-righteousnesstheyforgotabouttheinfiniteloveandmercyofGod.
TheblindbeggarbythePoolofSiloam wascastoutfrom thefoldofGod.
Jesusthegoodshepherdfindsthislostsheepandcureshim.Nowitis
cleartothepeoplewhotherealshepherdisandwhattheflockofGod
reallyis.

AtthistimewhenJesusisgivingthisteachingitistheFeastof
Tabernacles.Historicallyatthistime70oxenweresacrificedinthe
Templeforthe70nationsoftheworld.SoonfollowingJesussendsout
the70disciplesforamissionaryjourney.
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