
10May2020-Homily
Jn14:1-12
By:Fr.PaulMagyar

PeoplebeforeJesus’ministrytime,duringandafterHisministrytime
alwayswonderedwhatwillhappentooursoulwhenwepassaway.
AccordingtotheHebraictraditionitwasbelievedthatwhenaperson
passesawaytheirsoulhoversaroundthebodyforthenextthreedaysand
onlyonthefourthdaydoesthesoulventureintotheafterlifeofSheol.Only
Godhasthepowertobringbackasoulfrom Sheolintothepresentlife.
ThisiswhyJesusarrivestoBethanyonthefourthdaytoraiseLazarus
from thedead.ToshowthepeoplethatHeismorethenjustaprophetora
wanderingmiracleworker,thatHeisthesonofGodandGodhimselfby
bringingLazarus’soulbackfrom Sheol.

InthegospelofJohn,Jesustellshisdisciplesthattherearemany
roomsinHisFather’shouse.Jesusgivesthedescriptionofheavenas
beingalargehousewithalargeproperty.Wecanimageourselveswalking
intoGod’shouseandwalkingdownthelargehallway.Aswearewalking
wecanthenhearthesoundsofcelebrations.Wewalktowardsthesounds
ofcelebrationsandpeerintothedininghall.Wethenseeaccordingto
catholictraditiontheheavenlybanquet.AlongtablewithChristsittingat
theheadofthetableandmanypeoplesittingbythetable.Peopleweknow
andlovewhohavepassedawaybeforeusandwearehappytoseethem.
Howevertherealsootherpeoplesittingatthetable,peoplewedonotlike,
peoplewehaveneverforgivenorfeeltheyhaveneverforgivenus.Nowwe
arewonderingwhyaretheysittingthere?Theyaresittingtherebecause
Christhasforgiventhem andwant’stocelebratewiththem.

WearestandinginthehallwayofGod’shouse.Howeverwefeelwe
cannotsitdownbehindthetablebecausewenoticethattheemptyseatfor
usisbesideapersonwedonotlikeandhavetroubleforgiving.This
feelingistheconditionofPurgatory.Christnoticesusandcomesuptous
foraconversation.Thisiscalledparticularjudgementwhichis
unavoidable.Christgivesusanopportunity,whichisgrace,tocome
outsideandworkinhisvineyard.Letthewarmthofthesunthawawayall
theicycoldpartsofyourheartthatpreventyoufrom forgiving.Workinthe
vineyardaslongasYoufeelyouneedto.ThencomebackinsideGod’s
houseandsitdownbehindhistable.
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