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IntheActsoftheApostleswecomeacrossPhilipwhowasearlier
chosenfrom oneoftheseven.Heisoneofthefirstordainedpriestsbythe
Apostlesintheearlychurch.Asallpriests,hewassentouttoevangelize
byteaching,preachingandsanctifying.HegoestoSamariawhichinthe
OldTestamentisknownasSychar.Samariawasacitywheresomepeople
alreadyacceptedJesusastheChrist.Philippreachedandtaughtthatthe
resurrectionwasthecrowningproofthatJesusistheChrist,theSonof
God.Philipcuresmanypeoplefrom possessions,paralysisandlame.An
interestingdetailthatisrecordedisthattheuncleanspiritscomeoutina
greatcryorloudshriek.ThisgreatcryorloudshriekcanbeseeninMark
1:26andLuke4:33,ispartlyduetoagonyandpartlyofexultationat
deliverance.WelearnthatthepeopleinSamariahavenotbeenbaptized
yetanddidnotreceivetheholyspirit.ThisiswhyPhilipwasperforming
exorcismsbecauseitismeantforpeoplethathavenotbeenbaptizedyet.
Afterbaptism thewaytogetridofevilspiritsandsinfrom apersonisby
confessionandabsolution.

TheApostlesheardthatSamariahasacceptedChristasthemessiah
soPeterandJohngotothecityinordertobaptizethem andbringthem
theHolySpiritbylayingtheirhandsonthem throughconfirmation.Whatis
interestingisthatearlierinLuke9:54,duringJesus’ministrythe
SamaritansrejectedJesusandJamesandJohnwantedtoaskGodto
destroythecitywithfire.NowJohnisgivingthem thesacramentof
baptism andconfirmation.SamariawhichoncerejectedChristnow
qualifiedforthehighergiftaswellasforadmissionintothekingdom.

JesusinthegospelofJohn14:15-21statesthathewillaskGodthe
FathertosendthedisciplesanotherAdvocate.Theword“another”should
beobservedasimplyingtheadvocacyofthesecondPersonintheTrinity,
aswellasthatofthethird.Jesusknowsthataseparationwillhappen
betweenHim andthedisciplesafterHisdeathandresurrection.However,
Jesuswillcomeagaintothem inthepersonoftheParaclete,whom He
wouldsendtothem andthisspiritualpresencewillremainwiththem for
ever.
Prayingforallofyou.
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