
24May2020-Homily-AscensionofOurLord
Acts1:1-11 MT28:16-20
By:Fr.PaulMagyar

ThegospelofMatthewemphasizesthatonlytheelevenwerepresent
towitnessJesus’ascensionintoheaven.Thisallude’stoJudas’sorryend.
ThemountainwhereJesusascendsfrom isthemountainofrevelation.
Thisisthesamemountainwhereearlierin17:1Jesuswastransfigured
beforeJames,JohnandPeter;andHewastalkingwithMosesandElijah.
Jesusappearanceisemphasizedasshinninganddazzlingwhiteatthe
transfiguration.WhileduringHisascensionitisJesus’wordsratherthen
hisappearanceisemphasized.Thedisciplesworshipshowstheirfaith,
howeveritismixedwithdoubt,acommonpsychologicalexperiencewhich
giveshopetomodernpeople.

ActsoftheapostlesexplainsthatJesuswasliftedupintoheavenby
acloud.ThecloudistheShekinah,thedivinepresenceofGod.Itisthe
embracingarmsofGodtheFatherpickinguphisson,JesusintoHisarms
andbringinghim uptohimself.Thearchetypicalrealityoftheimportance
ofloveandfamily.

Jesuscommissionshisdisciplestogoforthandmakedisciples.The
waytheyaretodothisistogotoallthenationsoftheworld.Itisa
universalcalltoholinessanddiscipleship.Theyaretobaptizeallthe
nationsoftheworldthatacceptChristintheTrinitarianformulaofFather,
SonandHolySpirit.Animportantdetailisthatnocircumcisionis
mentionedasbeingnecessary.

ThedisciplesaretocarryoutJesus’teachingministry,layingoutthe
foundationoftheology,educationandintellectualwork.Theywillnotbe
doingthisalonebecauseJesuspromisesthathewillbewiththem always.
JesusisEmanuel,Godwithus,thedivinepresencewhichistheShekinah
thatispresentwhenpeoplepray,teach,preach,sanctifyandbaptize.Jesus
iswiththem untiltheendoftheagewhichisthecomingoftheKingdom of
God.

AllthisministerialworkofJesusandthedisciplesisinorderto
preparetheworldforthereceptionofthefuturekingdom ofGod.We
cannotbuildthekingdom thesamewaywecannotmakeaseason.We
cannotmakesummerorwinterhappen,weprepareforsummerandwinter.
Andthenwhentheseasonarrives,wereceiveit.Thesamewayweprepare
ourselvesforthekingdom ofGodandreceiveitasagiftwhenitarrives.
Prayingforallofyou.Fr.PaulMagyar


