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Pentecost,itmeansthe50thdayofEaster;awonderfultime
whentheHolySpiritisfullyreceivedbythedisciples.InHebraic
traditionitistheFeastofTabernaclesanditattractedthemost
amountofvariouspeoplerepresentingmanydifferentnations.Itwas
aharvestfeastoffirstfruitsandthedaytorememberhowthe
IsraeliteswereledoutofEgypt.

InthegospelofJohn20:19-23,Jesusappearstothedisciplesas
theyweregatheredintheupperroom.Thedoorswerelocked.Jesus
appearstothem inthebodyofhishumanlife,howeveritwasnot
subjecttotheordinaryconditionsofhumanlife.Jesusgreetsthe
discipleswith“Peacebewithyou”whichistheassuranceofGod’s
presenceintheirmidst.

Jesusshowsthem hishandsandsideandtellsthem Peacebe
withyou,againtoindicatethatwhentheybecomeApostlestheyare
todeliverthispeacetotherestoftheworld.OnceApostlestheywill
beidentifiedwithChristinHiscontinuedmediatedworkonearth.The
ApostlesaretodeclaretotheworldthefullnessoftheFather’sloveas
witnessestoChrist’slifeanddeath.Theyaretodeclareforgiveness,
loveandpeacetotheworldthathatedChristandthem.

ThenJesusbreathedonthem thesamewayasinGenesis2:7
GodbreathesintoAdam life.Jesusgivesthedisciplesnewlife
throughhisbreath.Calledoutofdeathintolife.Whensomeoneis
baptizedbyfullimmersion,asdoneintheancientworld,whenthey
comeoutofthewatertheytakeinanewbreathoflifeasanew
Christian.

ThedisciplesreceivethegiftoftheHolySpiritthroughJesus’
breathandarebeingpreparedtoreceivethefullnessoftheHolySpirit
atPentecosttocome.TheHolySpiritcamewithalargesoundfrom
heavenlikeonSinaifollowedbyagreatwindofabreath.Thisiswhat
ismeantbybeingmovedbythespirit,becausethewindissostrong.
Thewindrushedintotheupperroom whereallthediscipleswereand
itcarriedwiththem thearomaandsmellsofalltheburntofferings



thatwasdoneforthefeastoftabernacles.Thediscipleswere
gatheredintheupperinthemorningcommemoratingthegivingofthe
lawtoMosesbyGodonmountSinai.Theyallnoticedtonguesof
flameslikelightningappearingforamomentoneachheadandthen
vanishing.

Thedisciplesallfeltthenewintensityoflifewithinthem.Saint
LukethegospelwriterandwriterofActsinterpretedthephenomena
ofthevariouslanguagesintwoways:1)Eitherthedisciplesactually
spokeinthevariousdifferentlanguagesallatonce.OR,2)The
discipleswerespeakingintheirownGalileanlanguage,howevertheir
wordscametotheearsofthosewholistenedasspokeninthe
languagewithwhicheachwasfamiliar.

Actsoftheapostlesseemstoleanmoretowardthesecond
interpretationbecauseitwouldalsoalludetothefutureoftheChurch
howthegospelsandtheentirebiblewilleventuallybetranslatedinto
allthelanguagesoftheworld.PeoplecanhearthewordofGodin
theirownnativelanguage.
HappyPentecost!
Prayingforallofyou
Fr.PaulMagyar


