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InSaintPaul’ssecondlettertotheCorinthians13:13wereadSaint
Paul’sTrinitarianblessing:“ThegraceoftheLordJesusChrist,theloveof
God,andthecommunionoftheHolySpiritbewithallofyou.”Thisisthe
greetingatthebeginningofthecelebrationofMassthatapriestuses.The
greetingfollowsrightafterthesignofthecross.Thesignofthecrossis
theclearestproclamationoftheholyTrinity.Westartandendallofour
prayersinthesignofthecross,howeveritisfirstmentionedintheBibleat
theendofthegospelofMatthew.

InJesus’timetherewasarabbinicalbeliefthatthelimitofthe
kingdom ofGodwashumanity.JesusmakesitclearinthegospelofJohn
thatGodlovestheworldunconditionally.GodshowedthisloveinGenesis
22whereHedidnotrequireAbraham tosacrificehisson,ratherGodgave
ushisonlybegottensonJesus.WhoeverbelievesinChristhaseternallife.
Tobelieveistoact.Therefore,everyonewhoactsinaChrist-likemanner
willattaineternallife.Thatisthenarrowdoorofactingproperlyand
successfullyintheworld;asopposedtothewidedoorofinfinite
possibilitiesofactingimproperlyandunsuccessfullyintheworld.

Jesusisloveandthereforedidnotcometo“condemn”theworld.
TheoriginalancientGreekwordis“Krino”whichmeansto“discern”.Inthe
moralsenseitistoseparategoodfrom evil.Theauthorizedexpositionsof
manytextsoftheOldTestamentassertedthatthecomingMessiahwould
destroytheGentileworld.Nicodemusmusthaveoftenheardthisand
taughtit.ThisiswhyJesusisexplainingtoNicodemustheactualrealityof
thenatureofGodclearlyandmethodically.Godisnotheretodestroythe
Gentileworld,thepurposeoftheMessiahisnottojudge,buttosave.

DuetooutcreatednaturebeingmadeaftertheimageofChrist,a
personcannotfailtorecognizeandbelieveinarevelationofGod.Thusa
willfulchoicetorejectChrististopurposefullyhidefrom God,asAdam did
inthegardenaftercommittingoriginalsin.

Godislove.ThemysteryoftheTrinityisGodinthreepersons,three
personsinoneGod.Weloveourparents,ourspouse,ourchildren.Inall
threerelationshipsitisfullylove,yetdistinct.
Prayingforallofyou
Fr.PaulMagyar


