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Wehavesurvivedtheflood!MasseshaveresumedandthisFather’s
Dayweekendisthefirstweekendpeoplearebackinthechurch.God
revealedtohumanitythattherelationshipHewantswithusisafatherto
childrelationship.Godidentify’shimselfastheFather.Loveforone’s
father,mother,spouseandchildrenisalllove,howeveratthesametimeit
isdistinct,particulartoeachrelationship.

InthegospelofMatthew10:26-33Jesuswarnsthedisciplesabout
futurepersecutionandhowtohandleit.Jesuswarnsaboutfearandhowit
canbedeliberating.HeteacheshisdisciplesthatGodcanannihilateboth
bodyandsoul,howeverGodchoosesnottodothat.FearoftheLordisthe
firststeptowisdom.

Jesusexplainstohisdiscipleshowtoovercometheirfear.Jesus
usestheexampleofthetwosparrowsboughtforatemplesacrifice.That
isthecheapestsacrificethatonecanbuyandyetGodstillcaresforeven
thatslightestsacrifice.Hence,usingonoldrabbinicalteaching,Jesustells
hisdisciplesthattheyareworthmuchmoreintheeyesofGodthen
sparrows.

InJer20:10-13,theprophetJeremiahfacesaninteriorcrisisafterhis
altercationwiththepriestPashur.PashurimprisonedJeremiahbecause
JeremiahpredicteddeathforPashur’sfamilyinBabyloniancaptivity.
Jeremiahrealizedthatbeingpooristobepiusandapiusmanistheclient
ofYahweh.Jeremiahovercomeshisfearwhileinprisonwiththis
realizationfrom God’sinspiration.

God’sfatherlyloveisdemonstratedbyhisgreatsenseofvalueforall
Hiscreation.Godalwaysemphasizesthevalue,dignityandbeautyof
humanlife.AstheFatherarchetype,Godalwaysremindsnottobeafraid.
FearfreezesuslikeMedusa,turnsusintostoneandpreventsusfrom
loving.Godgrantsusconstantencouragement,likeafatherencourages
hischild,tobecourageous,“Becalm/stillandknowthatIam God.”
Prayingforallofyou
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