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Intoday’sgospelfrom MatthewweheartheemphasisonJesusas
beingtherevealerofdivinewisdom.Jesusemphasizeshisself-
understandingastheabsolutesonoftheabsoluteFather.Jesus
addressesGodtheFatherandgivesHim thanksforchoosingto
communicatewiththesimpleuneducatedpeopleratherthentheself
righteousallknowinginteligencia.Jesusistheexclusiverevelationofthe
Fatherandishappytobebornamongthepoorandsimple,ratherthenthe
richandpowerful.

JesusspeaksinatraditionalwaybypersonifyingWisdom asthe
giverofrestandcomfort.Whenwecometomass,weenterthechurch,sit
downandrelaxfrom thechaoticoutsideworld.Whenwearerelaxedinthe
quietchurchourmindwillstarttowanderwithvariousracingthoughts.We
haveopenedupourselvestoreceivetheHolySpiritandtheHolySpiritis
nowrearrangingourthoughtsaboutwhatweneedtodointheproperorder
ofimportance.LettheHolySpiritclarifyyourmindandthoughts.

Jesusspeaksoftheyoke.Therabbisrefertoitastheyokeofthe
Torah.Thephariseeswouldrememberthetorahbyheartandallthe
pharisaiclaws.Quantitativelythefocusofthephariseeswasonadhering
totheletterofthelawaboveeverything.

Jesusformulatesaratherdifferentapproach.Jesusfirstclarifies
thatadiscipleissomeonewhoisalife-longlearner.Thedisciplelearnsthe
skillsofhowtoresearchinordertolearnmore.JesusistheWordand
thereforeHeistheTorahpersonified.Jesusplacestheimportanceofthe
essenceofthelawabovetheletterofthelaw.

Joseph,forexample,beforehemarriedMarywasinformedthatshe
isbearingachildthatisnothis.Bytheletterofthelawhecouldhavehad
herstoned.HoweverJosephfollowstheessenceabovetheletterand
thereforerescuesMarybymarryingherandfleeingfrom Nazarethdownto
Bethlehem.

IncomparisonwiththePhariseelaws(halaka),Jesus’teachingis
quantitativelylessbecauseitfocusesontheessential.Howeveritis
qualitativelymoredifficultbecausethedemandsofloveofGod,neighbour
andenemyareinexhaustible.
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