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Intoday’sgospelfrom MatthewwehearJesuspresenttheparableof
thesower.Jesusteachesfrom aboatandthepeopleareontheseashore
withthewallofsanddunesbehindthem.Jesus’voicewouldresonated
alongthesanddunewall,thuscreatinganaturalamphitheatre.Asower
characterwouldhaveappealedtoaruralaudienceofworkers.

Theroadistheunploughedgroundthatistootoughandtheseedlay
onthesurfaceandbirdsatethem.Onrockysoiltheseedsprouttoosoon
andsincethereisnodepthofsoiltheycannotsinkdowntheirrootsand
thereforedryupandie.Theseedthatfallsamongthornshasgoodsoil,
howevertheareaisalreadyoccupiedbyhostilechokingweeds.Theseed
thatfallsongoodsoilgrowswell,howevernotinequalmeasure.Equality
ofoutcomeisnotwhatJesusteaches.Eachseedingoodsoilhasequal
opportunitytogrow,howevereachwillgrowtoaslightlydifferentshape
sincethevalueoftheindividualisemphasizedinJesus’teachings.

Thepurposeofparablesistomaketheaudiencethinkoutsidethe
frameworkoftheirdaytodayliving.Theaudiencemustparticipateifthe
parableistohaveitseffect.Ourparticipationinsacramentallifeiscrucial
forthesacramentstotakeeffect.Theparticipationofthepriest’sactions
andwordsisneededtogetherwiththeHolySpiritinorderfor
transubstantiation(wherethebreadandwineturnintothebodyandblood
ofChrist)totakeeffect.Then,byparticipation,thepeoplecomeupfor
communionandaffirm withan“amen”theirfaithandreceive,nottake,
communionfrom thepriestoreucharisticministerasagiftfrom God.
Howeverthesacramentjustliketheparableisamystery.

Theseedintheparableisthekingdom ofGod.Thedifferentsoilsis
thedifferenthumanreceptionsofthekingdom.Themysteriesofthe
kingdom arethehiddenplansordesignsofGodforhistory,particularlyfor
establishingHisjustrulethroughovercomingtheforcesofevil.Jesusis
heretohealasheclearlystates.

Theroleofthediscipleistofirsthavethedesiretolearn,thento
actuallylearninordertoreceiveunderstanding.Itisbyachieving
understandingthatthedisciplecanthendosomethingpropagatethefaith.
The7giftsoftheHolySpirit-Knowledge,understanding,courage,wisdom,
counsel,piety,wonderandawe-aidthediscipleinmaximizingtheir
opportunitytogrowinthefaith. -Prayingforallofyou


