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Theparablesofthetreasureandthepearlemphasizethatthe
kingdom ofGodissuchapricelesstreasurethatawisemanwouldgladly
giveallforthechancetoseizeit.Itisajoyofachanceofalifetime.The
parableofthefishnetisthesameastheparableoftheweeds.The
kingdom isamixedbodyofgoodandevilpeoplejustlikethenetisfullof
goodandrottenfish.Thefinalsortingofthegoodandevilisonlyreserved
toGod.Ifanyhumantakestheresponsibilityofsortingthegoodandthe
evilitisevidentfrom thegospelthatitwillleadtodestructionofboththe
goodandprobablycreatingamuchlargerevil.ThisiswhyonlyGodcando
thefinalsorting.

Treasure,pearlandfishareallformsoffoundtreasure.Thekingdom
ofGodbeingthearchetypeofalltreasure.Inthefirstreadingfrom 1Kings
weencounterhowwecanaskGodforthetreasureofwisdom.Solomon
praystoGodandGodispleasedwithSolomon’sprayer:1)Godpraises
Solomonbecausehedidnotaskforalonglife,richesorpoweroverother
kings.2)GodgrantsSolomon’srequestbecauseofitspracticality.
Solomonisgrantedalisteningdiscernmentandawisediscerningmind
insteadofrichesandhonouraboveotherkings.3)GodpromisesSolomon
alonglifeaslongashefollowstheexampleofhisfatherDavid.Solomon
needstofulfillhisresponsibilitiesasakingfaithfully.Sacrificesomething
ofvaluenowinordertomakeyourfutureandthefutureofothersyoucare
for,better.

ThegospelofMatthewparablestakemorallawwhichiscalled
Halakaandpresentsitinastorytellingstyleandencouragesotherstolearn
howtodothisinordertopresentthemorallawinanappealingand
understandableway(haggada)toothers.WealsoknowthattheMatthew
communityhadChristianscribes.Itisunderstoodthatthisisthepen
portraitofMatthewtheevangelist.
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