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Today’sgospelreadingisaboutoneofthemosticoniceventsinthe
lifeofChrist,themiracleofthefeedingofthe5000+people.Johnthe
BaptistisbeheadedandJesuswithdrawstoaquiteplacetobebyhimself
andpray.JesuswasinitiallyafollowerofJohntheBaptist.Hewasinthe
crowdwitheverybodyelse.HoweverinorderforChristtoincrease,John
saidhehadtodecrease.WhenJohnisexecutedhisfollowersbecome
Jesus’followers,thisiswhatJohntrainedandpreparedhisdisciplesfor,
tofollowChrist.AllthedisciplesofJohnaddedontothefollowersof
Christformingalargecrowdthatmethim ontheshore.

Jesushascompassionforthecrowdbecausethesepeoplehave
gonethroughandbeentaughttorepent.NowtheyarewaitingforGodto
respond.Jesusrespondsbyfirstcuringalltheirsick.NextJesustrainshis
12disciplestohaveselfconfidence,totakeinitiativeandbeleaders.He
tellsthem tofindawaytofeedallthesepeople,whichisabout20-30
thousandincludingmen,womenandchildren.

Thedisciplesfind5loavesand2fish.Jesusmultipliestheloaves
andfish,noticehedoesnotcreatethem outofnowhere.Thekeydetailin
amiracleisthatChristmaximizestheexistingpotentialthatisalready
there.Christperformsonecuringandfeedingmiracleafteranother.The
miraclesofChristarereproducedoverandoverwhichgivesthem scientific
credibility.Ascientifictruthneedstobereproduced.Christreproducesthe
breadandfishoverandover.Themiraclepointsforwardtothelastsupper.
ThedisciplesarethemediatorsbetweenJesusandthecrowds.Thesame
wayasapriestinpersonaChristiisthemediatorbetweenChristandthe
congregation.

12basketsrepresenttheunified12tribesofIsraelunderthe12
disciples.Thecrowdisabout20-30thousandpeople.Jesusfeedsa
gentilecrowdin(15:38).TheJewishpopulationinPalestineduringJesus’
timewasabout500000.WiththetwolargefeedingmiraclesJesus’is
presentedasfeedingatenthofthepopulation.Thefeedingmiracleisa
socialmiraclebecauseitshowsthatthepeoplesharedtheirprovisionsso
thatallhadenough.Themiracleoffeedingthefivethousandanticipates
lastsupper.Thelastsupperanticipatesthemessianicbanquetinthe
kingdom.
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