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Intoday’sgospelreadingJesus,rightafterhefeedsthe5000,tells
hisdisciplestocrossovertotheothersideintoGentileterritory.Jesusin
themeantimegoesuponamountaintopraybyhimself.Thisisagreat
examplethatJesussetsforus.Weneedcommunalprayerwithothers,
suchasatamassandperiodsofsilentpersonalprayerincontactwith
nature.

Biblicallymostofthetime,Godcanbeencounteredonamountain.
MountSinai/HorebthemountainwhereMosesencounterGod/Yahweh.
Elijahescapesfrom IsraelandreachesthefootofmountHorebandhides
inacave.GodasksElijah:“Whatareyoudoinghere,Elijah?”Thisimplies
thatElijahisnotwhereheissupposedtobe,heistobeinIsrael.Elijah
complainsthathehasbeenfaithfulwhilethepeopleofIsraelhavenot;the
peopleusedviolenceagainstYahweh’sliturgy;hefeelsisolatedandin
dangerandnolongercallshimselfaprophet.InresponseGodcommands
ElijahtoclimbmountHorebandstandbeforeHim.Afterthecommandthe
threetraditionalmanifestationsofdivinepresenceappear:wind,
earthquake,fire.Thengreatsilence.ElijahobeyedGod’scommand,veils
hisface,butheisnotonthemountainnorintherightpostureofbeing
beforeGod.Whatareyoudoinghere,Elijah?repeats.Elijahgivesminimal
effortandthereforeonlycompletesoneofthethreecommandsthatGod
entrustshim with,theinvestitureofhissuccessor;Elisha.Elisha
completeswhatElijahdidnot.

Inthegospelweseethewind,asinElijah,whichrepresentthehostile
forcesoftheworld.JesuswalkingonwaterrepresentanOTteachingthat
themessiahovercomesthewavesofdeath.Peteralsowantstoovercome
thewavesofdeathandfeelsconfidenttodoitaslongasJesusisthere.
Peter’sdesiretowalkonwaterrepresentstheearlychurchasbeingbold
andsteppingoutintotheunknown,yetvulnerable.TheseaBiblicallyis
understoodfrom wherethebeastsanddemonscomefrom.Itisdark,
neverending,can’tseethebottom,theabyss,chaotic,stealerofsouls,
uncontrollable,unpredictable.Petermanagestowalkuponthechaosas
longashekeepshisgazeonChrist.Oncefearanddoubtenterintohis
mind,hestartstosink.TheweightofthetroubleoftheworldmakesPeter
sink.Thegoalistowalkonwaterwhilecarryingtheheavycrossonyour
back.JesusrescuesPeterbyfishinghim outofthewater.Preventshim
from sinkingintodepressionanddespair.


