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Jesusandhisdisciplesjourneyedfrom TyreandSidontotheeastern
shoreoftheseaofGalilee.ThentoMagdalaandDalmanuthaonthe
westernshoreoftheseaofGalilee.Thentheycrosstheseaagainto
easternBethsaidawhichisCaesareaPhilipi.Jesusisavoidinglargecities
wherehehasbeenpreviouslybecausethepeoplerejectedhim there.
JesusmainlycametorestwithhisdisciplestoCaesareaPhilipi.Thecityis
knownforitssourceoftheJordanriverthatflowsfrom acave.KingHerod
thegreat,builtatemplethereinhonourofCaesarAugustusandhisson
Philip.AtthispointinJesus’ministrymanypeoplehavestoppedfollowing
Him becauseofthedemandsofresponsibilityoftheKingdom.Jesusasks
hisdisciplesanabruptquestion:“Whodopeoplesaythatthesonofman
is?”

ThereasonforthequestionisbecausethePhariseeshaveasystem
ofteachingstatingthatthegreatpeopleofthepastarestillinexistence
andtheymight,duringanationalcrisis,reappeartocontinueandcomplete
theirwork.Thepopularpeople’sbeliefwasthatJesusisJohntheBaptist
continuingElijah’swork.ItwasalsobelievedthatthespiritofJeremiah
passedintoZechariahwhohidthearkandtabernacleintoMountSinai.It
wasexpectedthatthespiritofJeremiahwouldcomeoutfrom the
mountainandguidethepeoplewhenGodwouldgatherhispeopleatthe
placeofconcealment.Isaiahwasidentifiedasbeingthatandnowthe
peoplethinkitsJesus.ThisshowshowlittleJesuswasactuallyregarded
astheMessiahbythemassofthepeople.ToknowthatJesusismessiah
needscourageforeducation/counsel,knowledge,understanding,wisdom,
piety,andreachingwonderandaweofrecognition.

Peterrepresentsthedisciplesandearlychurchaswelltaughtand
understandingwellwhoJesusisandwhytheyfollowhim.Notbyblind
faithorbrainwashing.Peterandtheearlychurch,whichpreviouslyhad
littlefaithnowhavegrowntoafaiththatisunshakenandunwavering.
Jesusdemonstrates,gradingPeterandthechurch,throughknowledgeby
revelation,bycallinghim byhisproperfullname:SimonBar-jona.Then
JesuschangeshisnametoPeter:stumblingblock/rock.Anamechangein
theBibleisasignificantevent.Abram toAbraham,JacobtoIsrael.What
istherock?ChrististherockaccordingtoSaintPaul(1Cor3:11,10:4).
Jesusisthepriestandvictim thefounderandthefoundationofthechurch.
Petersharesinthatfoundation.Unmovablefrom effectsofHades(death),
notgehena(torment).



Eliakim thesonofHikiah(Isa22:22)hadthekeyofofficeinthe
palaceoftheking,thekeyofthegatesandofthetreasure.Theykeyofthe
houseofDavidbelongedtoChristalone.Howevernowitwasdelegatedto
theApostlePeterastheLord’srepresentative.ThismakesPeterthepope,
togetherwiththeApostlesaspriest,teacher,legislatorandinterpreter.
Jesuswantedthedisciplestotellnoonewhathedelegatedtothem
becauseHedoesnotwantthemultitudetomakehim akingaftertheirown
fashion.


