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MerryChristmasEverybody!Wearecurrentlyinanotherlockdown.
Itissad,howeverwecangetthroughit.ItislikethetimeofNoah.Noah
didnotknowexactlywhathewasbuilding.Howeverwhenthefloodcame
thenherealizedthathewasentrustedtosavewhatwasgoodintheworld.
WearelikeNoahrightnowagain;waitingforthefloodofCovid-19to
subside.

Intoday’sgospelaccordingtoLukewereadaboutthepresentation
ofJesusinthetemple.ThispracticeaccordingtothelawofMosesinEx
13:2,Lev12:1-6tookplace40daysafterthebirth.Thefirstbornchildwas
alwaysunderstoodashavinganaturalpriesthood.Thefirstbornhada
dedicatedlifetospecialduties.WithinthattimeaswellJesuswouldhave
beencircumcisedandofficiallybemadepartofthepeopleofIsrael:the
one’swhostrugglewithGod.Thusthepresentationfulfillstheritesof
beingpartofthestruggle.

Jesus’struggleisclearlyseeninthegardenofGethsemanewhenHe
willinglytakesontheheavywillofGod.Jesuspicksuptheweightof
humansinwillinglyandwalksuphillwithit.

WhileinthetempletwointerestingpeoplevisitJesus,Simeonand
Anna.SimeonaccordingtotheannalsoftheJewishscribesbecamethe
leaderoftheSanhedrinin13A.D.HeallowedJesustoteachinthetemple
whenhewas12;whenMaryandJosephcouldn’tfindhim fordays.
SimeonhadtheprivilegeofseeingtheconsolationofIsraelandtheworld
inperson.

SimeonhasthegiftofprophecyandhereceivesJesusasheis
presentedwhichusuallyatemplepriestwoulddo.Thisisduetohis
devotion.SimeonseesChristasastoneonwhichsomefallandare
bruisedwhileothersplanttheirfeetuponitandrisetoahigherlife.

SimeonpredictsthatMarywillbepiercedwithaswordtoo,thus
feelingthestruggleofhersonJesus.Theamountofpainissubstantial
becauseSimeonisreferringtoalargebarbaricswordusedbythe
ThraciansandnottheshortRomansword.Simeonconcludesby
predictingthatwhenJesuswillpreachitwillcausethetrueactualthoughts
ofpeople’sheartstoberevealed.Everythingtruewillbeunveiled.

AnothergreatcharacterispresentedandthatisAnnatheprophetess.
Sheis106yearsoldatthattime.ShewitnessedtheconquestofJudeaby



PompeiusandtheriseoftheHerodianhouse.ShelivedtoseetheChristin
personandbeingassuredthatsalvationisreal.

Jesusbeingpresentedinthetempleprecededthevisitofthewise
men.TheholyfamilydoesnoturgentlyfleetoEgyptrightafterthe
presentation.TheywouldhavegonebacktoJoseph’sfamilyhomeand
thenarevisitedbythewisemen.Theslaughteroftheinnocentswould
followandJosephandMaryJesuswouldhavetofleetoEgypt.Then
about6yearslatertheyreturnbacktoNazareth.Thatisonlyfoundinthe
gospelofMatthew.Lukefastforward’sJesuslifeafterthepresentationin
thetemple.

Prayingforallofyou
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