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TodaywecelebratetheEpiphany,whenthewisemencometovisit
babyJesus.ThewordEpiphanyreferstothemanifestationofdivinebeing,
whoisChrist,tothegentiles.

Weareintroducedtothewisemenfrom theeastwhocameto
Jerusalem.Werealizethatitsayswisemen,no3wisemen.We
traditionallysaythereis3wisemenbecausetheybring3specificgifts.
The4thonewouldlookawkwardifhedidn’tbringanything.Wherefrom
theeastdidtheycomefrom ?Aclueisoneoftheirgifts;frankincense.
Frankincensethroughouttheoldtestamentcamefrom onespecificplace.
ThelandofChud.ChudwaslocatedinMesopotamia,whichismodernday
Iraq.Similarlyinparallel,wiseAbraham in2200B.Ccamefrom Urwhich
wasalsofrom MesopotamiaandtraveledtoCanawhichisnowJudea,
Jerusalem area.

Thewisemenmostlikelycamefrom Mesopotamia.Theywould
havebeenfollowersofAssyrianAstrology.Thewisemenarealsoreferred
toastheMagi;wherethewordmagiccomesfrom.Astrologywasthe
studyofreadingthewrittenlanguageofthestars.Accordingtoastrology
Godwritesusingthestarsandonlythewisecanreadwhatitsaysbecause
thelocationofthestarschangesinposition.

Welookupatthestarsandwonderattheirlight.Thebrightstarsare
themomentsofhappinessinourlives.Howevertheyareinvisiblewithout
thedarknessthatsurroundsthem.Weknowthedarknessisthere,weare
awareofitbutwedonotfocusonit.Welookuptothestarsinrespect,as
lookinguptoourparents,saints,teachers,professors,mentors,athletes
andartists.Thewisemenarewisebecausetheyarefollowingthestarthat
Godisdirectingthem tofollow,theyareaimingatthehighestpossible
goodintheirlives.Theyaregoalorientedandaretruebelieversbecause
theyareinactionbyliterallytravelingwestforover2000km toseewhere
God’sstarisleadingthem.

ThestaractuallyleadsthewisementoKingHerodinJerusalem and
notdirectlytoBethlehem.ThisisbecauseJesuswasbeingpresentedin
theTempleintheJerusalem atthesametimeasthewisemenarrived.The
wisemenbelievedthatKingHerodwillhavetheknowledgetotellthem
wherethechildwhoistobekingistobeborn.Herodgathersthechief
priestsandscribeswhotellhim thatChrististobeborninBethlehem.
WhenthewisemenarrivetoBethlehem theyenterintoahouse,nota



stableandJesusisnotlyinginamanger.Jesuswasborninastableand
stayedtherelyinginthemangerforaday.Theshepherdscametovisit
JesusthatfirsteveningandthenthenextdayJesus,MaryandJoseph
wouldhavegonetostaywithJoseph’sfamily.40dayslaterJesusis
presentedinthetempleandwhentheycamehomethateveningthewise
mencametotheirhouse.

Thegiftsofthewisemenarespecificandhaveacommonality.Gold
isforJesus’kinglyrule.Thegoodkingusesthedistributionofgoldtohelp
thepeopleofhiskingdom economically.FrankincenseisforJesusasthe
highpriestofferingup(smokegoesup)theprayersandsacrificesupto
God.Myrrhistheoilusedtoembalm deadbodieswithandthe
predecessortosacredchrism oil,usedduringbaptism,confirmationand
holyorders.

Theendingiskey.InthegospelofMatthewtheangelGabrielvisits
bothJosephandthewisemenindreams.Allthewisemenhavethesame
dream andtheyfollowtheangel’sinstructiontogohomebyanotherroad.
ThewisemenwerenotJewish,theywerepagan,mostlikelyZoroastrian.
Thefactthattheywenthomebyanotherroadmeansthattheywent
throughaconversionprocess.TheybecamefollowersofChrist.They
becamethefirstgentiletoChristianconverts.
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