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JohntheBaptisthaspreparedthewayoftheLord.Heprepared
humanity,hepreparedustoreceiveChrist.Johnventuredintothe
wildernessandfoundthevoiceofGod.BythepoweroftheWordofGod,
Johncameoutfrom thewildernessandshowedushowwecanfindaway
outofthewildernessofsin.Johnpreparedpeoplebyteachingthem how
toexaminetheirconscience.Makeyourpathstraight:climboutofthehole
ofomissionbydoingmoregooddeeds.Thenwhenyoufacethemountain
ofsin,youwillbereadytoclimbitandconquerit.Repentyoursins,say
youractofcontritionandreconciliationwillfollow.Thenyouwillseeyour
goalwhichisChrist.

JohnbaptizedpeopleintheJordanriverfortheforgivenessofsins.
Justlikewedotoday,thewatersofbaptism drownallthesins,especially
originalsin.Thewaterofthegreatfloodisthesamewaterusedin
baptismalwater.JesusbecomesbaptizedbyJohninordertoinfuseand
fullyimmersetheHolySpiritintothesacramentofBaptism itself.Baptism
isthegatewaytoalltheother6remainingsacraments.Throughbaptism
weenterintotheway,thetruthandthelife.Wesetonefootintoheaven
afterwearebaptized.Thus,essentiallysimultaneouslylivinginheavenand
earthatthesametime.

TheopeningoftheheavenswhenJesusgetsbaptizedshowstheend
oftheseparationbetweenGodandhumanityandanewcloser
communicationwithheavenandearth.Thespiritdescendsinadovelike
fashionfollowedbythevoiceofGod.GodaffirmsthenameandHis
relationshiptohissonJesus.Psalm 2:7isquotedherebyMarkthegospel
writer.Ateachbaptism theparentsnametheirchildrenandthesacrament
ofbaptism affirmsthesignificanceandpurposeofthatname;asit
specificallyidentifiesthisnewuniquechildofGod.

Jesus,“Godsaves”,isGod’sbelovedson.HeisGodhimself,Heis
theHolySpirit.ThemysteryoftheTrinityisrevealedtoallthepeople
duringJesus’baptism.Jesusisthenewhero,whowillsaveusfrom sin.
Sohewastesnotimeandasallhero’sdo,venturesintothewildernessto
faceSatan,themostpowerfulvillainofall.
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