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Intoday’sreadingstheemphasisisonthecallandinvitationto
discipleship.InthefirstreadingwehearhowtheLordcallsSamuel.
SamuelwasthelastoftherulingjudgesintheOldTestament.Heanointed
SaultobethefirstkingofIsraelandlateranointedDavidtobeking.
Samuelmeans“nameofGod”andalso“Godheard.”Biblicalnamesare
functionalandhereweseehowSamuelheardGodcallinghim.

God’svoicecamefrom outofthevisiblegloryofGod,theShekinahin
Hebrew.ItisthecloudofGodthatrestedonmountSinaiandhereitrested
onGod’searthlythrone,themercyseatofGod.Themercyseatformedthe
topoftheArk.Itwasovershadowedbytheoutspreadwingsofthegolden
Cherubim.

ThevoiceofGodcameduringthenightanditawokeSamuelfrom his
sleep,4differenttimes.Someparallelshereiswhentheangelappearsto
Josephandthewisemeninadream.Angelappearstotheshepherdsat
night,Jesusisbornatnight.DuringthefourthtimeGodcalls,Samuel
respondsasEliinstructshim to,byidentifyinghimselfasaservantofGod
whoislistening.WhenSamuelisreadytolisten,Godrespondsby
deliveringtoSamuelgracethroughouthislife:asSamuelgrewuptheLord
waswithhisservant,givinghim strengthandwisdom,guidinghim and
guardinghim;anddidnotlethiswordsfall,thuspreventinghim from falling
intosinandevil.

TheservantdiscipleisemphasizedinSamuelandinthegospelof
John.TherearetwoparticulardisciplesthatJohnthebaptistchoosesthat
hebelievesarereadytofollowChrist.Inanybandofdisciplesthereis
alwaysaninnercircleofthosewho,becausetheycanreceivemore,are
taughtmore.Theylooked,gazedatthe“LambofGod”andtheirgoalinlife
wasrevealedtothem andtheyfollowedChrist.TheycallJesusRabbi,
teacher.Thatterm wasamodernterm inJesus’time.Onlysince30BC.
NotknownbytheGreeks.

OneofthetwodisciplesisAndrew,thenameisGreek,itmeans“man,
brave,strong,courageous,warrior.”HehasabrothernameSimon.Simon
isaHebrewnamemeaning“listen,hearing,flattenednose.”Jesuschanges
Simon’snametoanotherHebrewname,“Cephas”,PeterinLatinwhich
means“rock,stumblingblock.”

WhatweseeherebetweenthetwobrothersAndrewandPeterthe
firsttwoofficialdisciplesofChrist,theinitialrequirementsofbeinga



disciple.SameaswithSamuel,thediscipleneedstolistenwellandhear
thewordofGod.OncethediscipleacceptsandfollowsthewordofGod,
thediscipleneedstobefirm infaithasastumblingblock/rockisfirmly
embeddedintotheground.Godwilldeliverthedisciplestrength,bravery,
courageandtheresilienceofawarrior.Nomatterhowmanytimesthe
worldofsinwillmakethediscipletripandfallflatonhisface(flattened
nose),thedisciplewillbeabletostandbackupandmoveforward.
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