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Thethemeinthereadingsthisweekisaboutbeing“fishedout,”
whichintheHebrewtraditionmeanstoberescued.

JonahisaHebrewwordthatmeans“dove.”WhenNoahwasinthe
arkawaitingforthefloodwaterstosubsidehesendsoutfirstaravenand
thenseveraldayslateradove.Thedovebringsbackanolivebranch,the
indicationthatthefloodwatersaresubsiding,thesignofhope.

JonahdidnotwanttogotoNinevehasGodaskedhim to.However
heeventuallyendsupjumpingintotheseaandbeingswallowedupbya
whale.Jonahwasinthebellyofthewhaleandthewhaleeventuallyspits
him out,ontotheshoreofNineveh.Theancientreligiousmeaningofbeing
stuckinthebellyofthewhaleisthehero’sjourneyintotheunknown.

TheheroJonah,whileinthedepthsoftheseainthebellyofthe
whale,goesthroughatransformation.ThemarinerfindsthespiritofGod
theFather,withinthedepthsoftheunknown.Jonahrealizesthatheneeds
tofollowthevoiceandwillofGod.Whentheprophetemergesfrom the
whale,ontoland,heisnowatransformedindividual,aservantanddisciple
ofGod.TheprophetJonahspeakstothepeopleofNinevehwho
immediatelyfollowhisadvice.Thepeoplerepenttheirsinsinorderthat
theircityandlivesmightbespared.Jonahthedovebroughthopetothe
peopleofNineveh.

GodcallsJonahtobehisprophetasJesuscallsSimonPeter,
Andrew,JamesandJohntobehisfirstdisciples.Thefourfishermen
respondedtoJesus’callandfollowedhim.Jesustellsthedisciplesthat
theywillbefishersofpeople.

Thisterm tobe“fishedout”isanancientwayofsayingtoberescued.
Theimageryisnottotrappeople,likeintoacult.Theimageryistorescue
them outofthedarknessandabyssmaldepthsofevil,sinanddepression.
Keepinginmind,whenyouthinkitsbad,itcanalwaysbecomeworse.

Jesusthroughouthismissionaryjourneys,teacheshisdiscipleshow
toteach,preach,sanctifyandgovern.Thegoalistofishthepeopleout,
preventingthem from drowninginsinandbringthem totheseashore.We
dothisbylivingasacramentallife.Oneprayer,oneconfession,onemass
atatimeonaconsistentbasisiswhatkeepsusheadabovewater.
Prayingforallofyou
Fr.PaulMagyar


