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ThegospelofMarkistheshortestandoldestgospelintheNew
Testament;only16chapters.MarkbeginswiththeministeriallifeofJesus
anddoesnotincludeabirthnarrative.Thegospelwaswrittenaroundthe
year65ADtoalargelyGreekspeakingaudience.Markisauniquegospel
becauseitwaswrittenbeforethedestructionoftheJewishtempleinthe
year70ADandthereforethegospelplaceslittleemphasison
eschatologicalteachings;thatisteachingsabouttheendtimes.Mark’s
descriptionofgeographyisquiteoff,Jesusseemstomovefrom placeto
placeratherquicklyandheendsthegospelabruptly.However,thegospel
ofMarkplacesalargeemphasisonJesus’powerthroughHisword.
EspeciallyJesustheexorcistwhohaspoweroveruncleanspirits.

TheWordofGodisChristanditisthemostpowerfulforcethat
exists.GodspoketheWordintothevoid,chaos,taimatandbroughtforth
habitableorder.TheWordbringsorderoutofchaos.Whenwearehavinga
baddayandourlifeisindisarraywecomehomeandspeaktoalovedone
aboutthechaosinourlife.Theconversationandexchangeofwords
involvesChristandweareabletoplaceourlifebackintosometypeof
order.Wecannotmakeourproblemsdisappear,ratherwearenowmore
confidenttowillinglydealwiththoseproblemsandnotbeindespair.

JesusisteachinginthesynagogueinCapernaum.Hemovedfrom
NazarethtoCapernaum,whichisbytheseaofGalilee.Peopleareamazed
atJesus’teachingwithauthorityandconviction,exceptthemanwiththe
uncleanspirit.Thespiritisuncleanratherthenevil.Thereisadifference.
Uncleanspiritsreferstomadnessandspiritsthataretormented,butnotof
evilorigin.Keepinginmindthatthiseventhappensbeforetheresurrection
andthereforepossessionsweremuchmorefrequentintheworld.

ThepossessedmanidentifiesJesusproperlyastheHolyOneofGod
anddemandsadesperateanswerfrom him.Jesuscalmshim downashe
calmsthestorm;“besilent,bestill”.Theuncleanspiritcomesoutofthe
manasJesuscommands,withouthurtingtheman.Peopleareamazedat
Jesus’authorityinteaching,preaching,commandingandhealing.Thisis
whywealwaysthankGodforHisWord.
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